4	THE ARYANS BECOME INDIANS
Aryan in the north-east, Scytho-Dravidian in the west,
Aryo-Dravidian in the United Provinces.
Of the aborigines certain' groups remain, about five
millions still at a primitive stage of culture, using flint
implements and hunting with bow and arrow—animists
in terror of demons. Of pre-Aryan settlers we know much
from recent excavations: they built fine cities of brick,
such as those at Harappa (Punjab) and at Mohenjo-Daro
(Sind), used gold jewellery and coins, and had a highly
developed art which survives in images of superb modelling
and seals of consummate craftsmanship. The best of the
figures', says Sir John Marshall, 'are distinguished by
a breadth of treatment and a feeling for line and form
unequalled in the contemporary glyptic art of Elam or
Mesopotamia or Egypt,' He identifies figurines of a
much-jewelled woman with the 'mother-goddess' familiar
in Mesopotamia and farther west. Particularly interesting
are the animals, presumably sacrificial; the humped bull
characteristic of India to-day, the elephant, the'rhinoceros
(now extinct). Here too are a cobra rearing its many-hooded
heads over a human figure, which may be the prototype
of Buddhist images, and a sacred tree which may be the
Banyan (Ficus retigiosa) prominent in Buddhism.
Colonists then, akin to the Sumerians, seem to have
come to India some 3,000 years before Christ, and to have
settled in the north and west, perhaps beginning the
process of pushing south the dark-skinned Dravidians
which the Aryan invaders continued fifteen centuries
later. It may be, on the other hand, that the Dravidians
are their descendants, or even that early Sumerians were
settlers from India. It is noteworthy that a group of
people in Baluchistan still speak Brahui* a language akin
to the Dravidian, Are these a colony from the south, or
a little group which budded off from an immigrant people
on the march, who left colonies also in the Punjab and in
Sind ? The Coorgs of the south present a parallel problem,
an island of Scytho-Dravidians m the midst of the darker
peoples.

